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Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Statement of Case: 
North Wales Wildlife Trust RE: TWA/3234121 Morlais Demonstration Zone (MDZ) 
 

North Wales Wildlife Trust (NWWT) welcomes the opportunity to put forward our 

Statement of Case with regard to the Morlais Demonstration Zone. We have carefully 

considered whether NWWT will be able to provide oral evidence at the Public 

Inquiry. Whilst we feel strongly about the points made in this Statement and 

previous correspondence and would like to put these points to the Inquiry in person, 

unfortunately NWWT does not have sufficient resources at this time to cover the 

costs and staff time involved. Therefore, we will not be seeking to provide oral 

evidence at the Inquiry. However, we trust that our points made in this and our 

previous submissions will be considered when decisions are made about the Morlais 

development. 

 

NWWT are the only local organisation dedicated to conserving all habitats and 

species across North Wales for the enjoyment of people and the benefit of wildlife. 

We work with 45 other Wildlife Trusts, and are part of the largest UK voluntary 

organisation dedicated to conserving all the UK’s habitats and species, whether in 
the countryside, towns or at sea. We improve places for wildlife, and strengthen the 

relationship between people and the natural environment of North Wales by 

promoting its value to local people. Our aim is to protect and create resilient 

ecosystems on land and in the sea. The following Statement of Case is collated and 

presented on behalf of NWWT’s Marine Advisory Group (MAG). 
 

It should be noted that NWWT fully support the sustainable development of marine 

renewable energy generation as part of Wales’ and the UK’s energy policy, if taken 
alongside measures to reduce demand, conserve energy and promote micro-

generation.  We believe that marine renewable energy generation can be compatible 

with a healthy natural environment but that this should not be at the expense of our 

most important wildlife sites and species.   

 

Whilst we welcome additional information provided and amendments made by 

Menter Môn to the proposed development during and as a result of consultation, 

NWWT remains concerned about the environmental impacts of the Morlais 

application, especially as it would be located in an area of strong currents and 

turbulence that supports very rich marine wildlife. 

 

On the bases of the detailed statements below we conclude that: 

 

NWWT continues to raise an objection to the Morlais development as described in 
the current planning application.  We remain concerned that the application for full 

consent would mean that any scale of system (barge-based and/or seabed mounted) 
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could be deployed providing their combined output does not exceed 240 MW. No 

controls on the design are included in the consent.  

 

Should consent be given for the Morlais development, we request that providing 
monitoring of impacts on wildlife is adequate, consent is only given at this stage to 
develop Phase 1 followed by Phase 2 deployments (totalling 14 MW and 40 MW 
capacity, respectively). The consenting process for further phases should only be 

initiated when the results of monitoring have been analysed, published and show 

minimal impacts.   We recommend a further consenting process after completion of 

Phases 1 and 2 that would include a full cost-benefits analysis for environmental and 

economic factors (including projected strike price for the energy generated). Only if 

the benefits outweigh the costs, should permission for deployment to a larger scale 

of 100 MW (Phase 3) and 240 MW (Phase 4) be sought. 

 

Due to our resource constraints we note that as the RSPB are dealing with the 

impacts on birds, our comments remain focussed on impacts on marine mammals, 

benthic and terrestrial ecology. 

 

Our concerns raised in our representation to the Planning Inspectorate 

(25/05/2020), with only one exception (cliff habitat), have not been addressed and 

no new information has been provided on potential impacts on cetaceans or diving 

birds or the management of the introduction of invasive non-native species (INNS). 

 

Annex 1 provides detailed information with regard to our concerns which we trust 

will be given due consideration. In summary, our key concerns are:   

 

1) Marine Mammals 
 

x Our specific concerns about the long-term impacts on the protected 

Cardigan Bay population of Bottlenose dolphin have not been addressed. We 

believe that it has been clearly demonstrated that that the development has 

the potential to adversely impact the integrity of Cardigan Bay Special Area 

of Conservation (SAC) and in our opinion, the revised Outline Environmental 

Mitigation Monitoring Plan (OEMMP) has not provided the detail required 

by the Marine Licencing Team in their letter to Menter Môn dated 

05/06/2020 or addressed our concerns (as referred to in Annex 1). We 

question some of the methodology enclosed therein. We are also concerned 

that details on the deployment and timescale continue to be described as 

indicative and therefore might change.  

 

x The only mitigating action that would facilitate continued operation of the 

site (see OEMMP) should there be impacts on Bottlenose dolphins is to install 

more acoustic warning systems. It remains a concern that this approach 

would add additional marine noise causing further impact on Bottlenose 

dolphin and other cetaceans, and it may not prevent further collisions.  A 

second option of reducing the speed of the devices following a collision by 

other cetaceans is untested and we’re unsure of the extent to which this 
would be successful.  

 

x We question whether the proposed trigger points can be detected with the 

monitoring methods described, and are concerned that it is stated that ‘The 
absence of evidence of collision and / or evidence of avoidance of the array 

or of devices within the array would be expected to lead to agreement for 

deployment of a further phase’. With such a finely balanced trigger for 
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Bottlenose dolphin, it is a concern that it will not in reality be possible to 

provide accurate enough monitoring data and thus absence of data cannot 

be used to ensure the next phase goes ahead. 

x NWWT is not listed as an organisation likely to be invited to join the Advisory 

Group described in the OEMMP – we would like to re-iterate our offer of 

expertise to this group should consent be given. 

 
2) Sediment Transport 
 

x We continue to be unclear as to whether consideration has been given to 

the impacts of tidal surges caused by extreme low-pressure weather systems 

coinciding with a spring tide. 
 
3) Benthic Ecology 
 
x We remain concerned about potential damaging effect of unintentional 

introduction of INNS into this crucially important coastal and marine 

environment during the deployment and servicing of tidal devices. 
 
4) Terrestrial Ecology 
 

x The only mainland Wales wild population of the Welsh leek (Allium 
ampeloprasum var ampeloprasum), grows adjacent to the site of the 

proposed transformer building. As well as being rare, this population is 

believed to have key historical and cultural importance and NWWT would 

urge that part of the site mitigation measures includes the use of appropriate 

experts at the right season to safeguard these culturally significant and 

genetically isolated plants.    

 

x We support the conclusion that if Horizontal Direct Drilling (HDD) is not 

feasible and cabling does need to be fixed to the cliff then it may be possible 

to microsite cabling on the face to minimise impacts on vegetation. 

 
5) Seascape Landscape and Visual Impact 
 

x We recommended that the Seascape Landscape Visual Impact Assessment 

(SLVIA) needs to consider visibility during different tidal states and swell, 

where wake flowing around the structures would make them more visible. 

We also recommended the visual impact of associated service vessels needs 

to be accounted for. As these points were not referred to in the additional 

information provided, our concerns with regard to visual impact have not 

been addressed. 

 

6) Additional Information – Financial Viability 
 
x Our point on the relative cost of wind energy and the financial validity and 

ongoing energy relevance of the project still holds and our opinion has not 

changed. We strongly recommend that should planning consent be given, a 

full cost-benefit analysis which includes environmental as well as economic 

factors is undertaken prior to commencing Phase 3 and 4 developments. 
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We’d like to thank you for taking our opinions into consideration and should you wish 
any further information or clarification with regard to this document please feel free 

to contact me. 

Your faithfully 

Nia Hâf Jones 

Living Seas Manager 

 

Documents Referred to above: 
 

NWWT Morlais Additional Information Required (Representation dated 26/05/2020) 

NWWT Response_Morlais ORML1938 

 

Annexes Below 

 
Annex 1: Detailed Information 

Annex 2: JNCC’s Site Selection Rationale for Species 1349 Bottlenose dolphin 

(Tursiops truncatus) 

Annex 3: Cardigan Bay/ Bae Ceredigion Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Advice 

provided by Natural Resources Wales in fulfilment of Regulation 37 of the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. (March 2018)  

Annex 4: Excerpt from Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10, December 2018) 

Annex 5: Excerpt from England Red List Showing Entry Information for Limonium, 
Stroh, et al, 2014 

Annex 6: Carbon Brief 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


